ADDRESS TO THE NATION
BY THE HON’'BLE PRESIDENT OF INDIA
SMT. DROUPADI MURMU
ON THE EVE OF THE 74™ REPUBLIC DAY

New Delhi, January 25, 2023

Dear fellow citizens,

Namaskar!

s

On the eve of the 74th Republic Day, | extend my heartiest greetings to every
Indian, at home and abroad. We will now enter the 75" year as a Republic.
From the day the Constitution came into effect to the present day, it has been
an amazing journey that has inspired many other nations. Every citizen has
reason to be proud of the Indian Story. When we celebrate the Republic Day,

we celebrate what we have achieved, together, as a nation.

India is, of course, home to one of the oldest living civilisations. India is called
the mother of democracy. As a modern Republic, however, we are young.
In the early years of Independence, we faced countless challenges and
adversities. Very high levels of poverty and illiteracy were just two of the
many ill-effects of the long foreign rule. Yet, the spirit of India was
undeterred. With hope and confidence, we began an experiment unique in
the history of humankind. Such a vast and diverse multitude of people
coming together as one nation remains unprecedented. We did so with a
belief that we are, after all, one; that we are all Indians. We have succeeded
as a democratic republic because so many creeds and so many languages

have not divided us, they have only united us. That is the essence of India.
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This would not have been possible but for the collective wisdom of the

Constitution-makers guiding our path.

While Babasaheb Ambedkar and others gave us a map and a moral
framework, the task of walking that path remains our responsibility. We have
largely remained true to their expectations, and yet we realise that much
remains to be done to realise Gandhiji's ideal of ‘Sarvodaya’, the upliftment

of all. Yet, the progress we have made on all fronts is encouraging.

Dear fellow citizens,

2

In our mission of ‘Sarvodaya’, the most encouraging has been the progress
made on the economic front. Last year, India became the fifth largest
economy in the world. It needs to be underlined that this achievement comes
against the backdrop of high economic uncertainties around the world. The
pandemic has entered the fourth year, affecting economic growth in most
parts of the world. In its initial phase, Covid-19 also hurt India's economy
badly. Yet, guided by our able leadership and driven by our resilience, we
soon came out of the downturn, and resumed the growth saga. Most sectors
of the economy have shaken off the pandemic effect. India has been among
the fastest-growing major economies. This has been made possible by
timely and pro-active interventions from the Government. The ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative, in particular, has evoked great response among people at

large. There have also been sector-specific incentive schemes.

8. It is a matter of great satisfaction that those on the margins have also been

included in the schemes and programmes and they have been helped in
tiding over difficulties. By implementing the '‘Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana' announced in March 2020, the Government ensured food

Page 3 of 8



by the government, as the infrastructure expands. We have reasons to be
proud of our achievements in the domain of science and technology. India
has been among the handful of pioneers in space technology. As long-
pending reforms in this sector are underway, private enterprises are now
invited to join the quest. The 'Gaganyaan' program to carry Indian astronauts
into the space is under progress. This will be India’s maiden human space

flight. Yet, even as we reach out to the stars, we keep our feet on the ground.

11. India’s Mars Mission was powered by a team of extraordinary women, and
our sisters and daughters are not far behind in other areas too. Women’s
empowerment and gender equality are no longer mere slogans, as we have
made great progress towards these ideals in recent years. With people’s
participation in ‘Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao’ campaign, women’'s
representation has been rising in every sphere of activity. During my visits
to various states, educational institutions and while meeting delegations of
various professionals, | am amazed by the confidence of young women. |
have no doubt in my mind that they are the ones who will do most to shape
tomorrow’s India. What miracles cannot be achieved if this half of the
population is encouraged to contribute to nation-building to the best of their
ability?

12. The same vision of empowerment guides the Government’'s approach to the
marginalised communities including the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. In fact, the aim is not only to remove hurdles and help them in
development, but also to learn from them. Tribal communities, in particular,
have rich lessons to offer in many areas, ranging from protecting the

environment to making the society more cohesive.

Dear fellow citizens,
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reconsider our basic priorities. The scientific aspects of traditional life-values
have to be understood. We must, once again, rekindle that respect for nature
and humility before the vast universe. Let me state here that Mahatma
Gandhi was a true prophet of our times, as he foresaw the calamities of

indiscriminate industrialization and cautioned the world to mend its ways.

16. We need to modify our lifestyle if we want our children to live happily on this
fragile planet. One of the changes suggested pertains to food. | am happy to
note that the United Nations accepted a suggestion from India and declared
2023 as the International Year of Millets. Millets were essential ingredients
of our diet and they are making a comeback among sections of society.
Coarse grains like millets are eco-friendly as they require less water to grow
and yet they provide high levels of nutrition. If more and more people turn to

millets, it will help conserve ecology and also improve health.

17. One more year has gone by for the Republic and another year commences.
It has been a time of unprecedented change. With the outbreak of the
pandemic, the world had changed within a matter of days. During these three
years, whenever we have felt that we have finally put the virus behind, it
raises its ugly head. However, there is no need to panic because we have
learned in this period that our leadership, our scientists and doctors, our
administrators and ‘Corona Warriors’ will make every possible effort to meet
any situation. At the same time, each of us has also learned to not let our

guard down and remain alert.

Dear fellow citizens,

18. Generations of people working in different fields deserve praise for their

invaluable contribution in the development story of our Republic so far. |
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N @ Isgafa
sierchy gy 73
1
748 ToTdT REw A qF WEAT W AT F AW FaUT

5 eell, 25 SeTad), 2023

R SaETadl,
A

i

HieeRd oraT fegw & q@ Fea |, & iR fadwr A w gt 39
T oRa & ot =, F gifie aud & g1 #H 39 0T F T A
TagaRd a¥ # Ay & ® ¢ deus & an] g & oA § o
ST EARY ATA ISP @ ¢ AR SHE FF AT R F SO
el &1 9ds ANRS # HRE T FRG-ITMAT W TG HT I gl
¥ 39 g Tvad Raw A4 £, 99 TF USg F ® A §AS Aol
FT A IUSATRAT 9o Fr &, 3AHT §H 3cdd AT ¢

ARd, farg & Fe [T Sidd @EEaERit A H UF g HRd &
Al &1 A= Fer AT ¥ R, FART ImyfAe oTaT Iar gl
TodaaT & UREe oSt #, g efeaa gelfadl AR gfase
oRfeufaal & FHar e g3l o9 fdelt aEa F 3w R
qRomAt # & & FE ¥ - st IR AR fAReran) T e, aRd
afaafera @ 3mer 3k Reaw & Oy, g7 AW Afa & 3fase A
U ool AT E AT S S21 deAm A gaer fafavanst &
SH-HAG - UF AT & 9 H Uehole gl G AT| WA §HA 3H
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FAT TRT foeele @faue AEor & gerar & A §F 59 91 &
T8 ¢ fF 3@ GRu T & AeEdl A 6Rd & a@el & HR weEr
F1 yafafoee fran @fue B#r & g@en 15 Afger deqmt 7
#r deree &=

5. U & AR st § B eAR qoaT @ U8 Qw1 9
39t & ke, R e e 3R FReR s d i & 3mr aed
gU fvasT W UF FCAEREE ¥ Y TS F T F TH T
RuE-RAaEt & ks giaa @ Fd aeede e 3w
garfe @ gl AT

6. SEMET FsaR IR 3w R & g UF FERT U
IFF YR Ve AT 39 U W g T oAk 54 |9 # g
gH FTHT B¢ dF 34 IFART W T 3 T g, dfehT gH I8 Asgy
S ¥ et & wdfen & et # ud S It |t @
ST fRaT SeT 3l adh ¥ TR ol gee wef & A S
yarfa grfdel &I &

R AT,

7. walew & gAR e & wE FAw W g wild weR HOw
IcEaAs W gl o #@e HRd gedr & oummdr @ed 98
HicugEr s 7| 9E Joold@ T I8 § 6 I8 Iqafey, Hf¥e
yiafRadar @ s ANaw gosfA 7 wrea H 7§ ARFH FER
ot af &F waw & g ¥ A gl & wfteier Rt A e
R W, ST THE 9 T@T &1 YOI aR A FHfAs-19 W #RA HI
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10.

q8T UH VT IR @A g oed gl Anie safdded AR
AARE T q, YA aEATIE ST QI ITAT H AR IAR
e FA-Fal| 39 368 A witd & v R & ImuRRer qR
T &, zafar i R Af F Agcarsi Rada Fr T )
e & & YHE 3eged F& o W ¢ Teen, A AR wAiIw
FFdEOT 3R SEW, T & @l g e A g Qe det
T UIoT F FT AN 92T T &1 T§ Afa Renft #r sehradr
Fér # et & AT RR A §U FAR T R HUIRG AT
A FAFAT Sfad $ AT gEfE sadr &1 sw Afa A, R
gfF @ Rear dR TR e & & v g &

Feaql fEeT B Y@t R o #

g Ffas-19 F YA R A TE d@a w1 e & diqmfa 7
g s f GHEAT Bt &1 RBfoes s e & asd
g AR W F g F GACT 6, FaAN A FAR Se@fFE A
TARe S T SATH AT ST W@ 8| - F FE A O #
HOF AT S & o 3o W § IR o A gU REdR &
T § WHR @R 3Taded Fe o @ [Affest gR &I Jaw
et @ g & W 2 gA A AR de@f@d & & A e
SqAfeudl W IS F IHT H T ¢ AR @ & &7 A,
Wﬁﬁ-ﬂﬁmaﬁﬁ#wmélwmﬁmm#
difea gur BT o @ § 3R 3w S seTH & 5w fw-anr A
AT B ¥ v WA fFar a/@r &1 sRAT aiker aifal #1 A
S F AT TNHAIAR FEFEH TWIia Wl TJ§ HRA T ggell AlA-
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N SeraTradr,

13.

14,

e & |elt uEept # Sgena A AR e B TEAHS Felt F
ITER A F fAv g & aof F B qw gAEr d AW &
qRUTHETSY, 3 fRa-FAE AR @ §FAE @I A5 Tec H q@d
¥ feg § B A9 W A0 afhadr @ GHNcAS Seorg 3T
o @ T ¥ fRe-AT W AR A S @AW Hied B E 3EE
FAEIET & H AT 3EW IR GragiRar it e &1 o & a9
TS I &, 50 9§ HRT 6-20 & & FHE H IeEIAr W @ gl
faeg-ayed & 3T IEY F HEd, gH Fell A Aifd AR wES &
UeTER §| G-20 T TIETAT U SgcR [92d & AT A Ieee g
IR H 3cdd Agcaqul HfAST TEeT Fl ol 56 YHR, G-20 @
HETETdT, dlead 3R multilateralism &I d@ET & & HTBT HIW
s & 3t Ty & vw g} fOed 3R SgaX ity #F wET & F
e sfaa &9 o &1 73 Raw ¢ & oRa & Ag 7, 620, 30F
RS HR RRagy faeg-caaen & AT & 3O I @t
3R 3 g H dhe g

G-2Ua¥m€%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁﬁaﬁmlﬁ'mﬂ-ﬁﬂé
3T global GDP # werser 85 wiaed fewar &, gafov a8 dREw
Tt W Tt e 3R 3EF gEUE § O o Il A9 Bl W
fGarR &, global warming 31X Ser@rg gRgds OET i_lj?l‘fﬁ'm AT GE
aFEAT o ¥ e g dRgs duEe 9 W op AR Awa A
9gald & WA &9 @S U3 | §l FAN WA Th IR gfawr &
#Ow & 3w et & IS ¥ s Rees & v s T
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gt 3¢ R & U8 e o6 gl U IS ST & 3hd §
F1T% 3D 3UST FH T A & 8 Far gl T A IH-FaX H
gryor off yed Fa &1 A 3fUe | 3 & AT A B A
# enfier L), aF qATaRuT-TReToT # "@eriar geft AR Rl & FEey
H &1 gur grem|

17. I0TET F U HR a¥ ST g § 3 v 797 9 YF & W el Te
INAYE IRac & R T &1 FEHER & Yhd & giar Fo gr Al
# seot a8 o od &9 a5t & ke, 9 o & oo § B e
aRRE W HIE 91 2 g A ad O R [Aed ¥ # amow 3w
ST &1 A, 3 THY TR P P FWG AT §, FH A TS
Az form € & gART dqca, AN dfeish AR STy, gAR IS
3R BRI dewr R o Rufa @ fAved F AT & d@ae W
FET| WA G, EA Tg o War & T gA AU FREW A FHAT AT
3mer &3t 3R waS o A

Y gerarfaar,

18. faffiesr &t & kT &% NI & & gAN AUTAT H 3T TR A
fawrg-amer # e Anee & T gemr & 9 g # R,
Aoig, damferet AR SSNAIRT $r a3t & wEar e g S
FHfeF AT AR A H " SO, 5 fFEE, sE AT, 57
IHAEU" B HGAT & HJET I g H FETH FATH g1 H U A
gaifer 7 ARTERT & T Wedeh AR T ERIeAT dcll g1 HRA
TEFfd AR TIAT F 3Gy, YAl SR A T H JifrEe wr

gl
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